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Imaging of the chest is a commonly used diagnostic tool for superimposition of structures by being able to look at the
evaluating many diseases of the dog and cat. It is extremely chest much like looking at individual pages in a book. This lack
important in staging various cancers and when forming a treat- of superimposition as well as a high degree of tissue contrast
ment plan and prognosis for a patient with cancer. Chest x- allows much greater evaluation of the area being imaged.

rays are the mainstay of evaluating the lungs and can provide a
wealth of information. However, in some instances, chest x-

rays may not be conclusive.

X-rays provide a two dimensional image
of a three dimensional object (your pet).
This means that some structures are su-
perimposed on top of each other, making
visualization difficult. In addition, some
areas of the chest are just not visualized
well on x-rays, for example—the medi-
astinum, which is the area right in front of
the heart. When the goal is to identify
small or subtle lesions, there is a greater
chance that they will not be seen—as the

An exotic cat is monitored by one of our
human eye can only see objects greater

radiology technicicans while a CT scan is

than 2mm in size.

performed

Perhaps the most common reason for obtaining a CT of the
chest is to evaluate for pulmonary metastatic disease (the

spreading of cancer into the lungs). In many cases,
being able to identify whether or not a cancer has
spread into the lungs has a profound affect on treat-
ment and prognosis. It has been shown that helical
CT imaging of the chest is significantly more sensitive
than survey chest x-rays in detecting lung nodules.
One study of 18 dogs showed that approximately
90% of lung nodules detected on CT imaging were
not seen on chest x-rays! CT scanning is also useful
in planning radiation therapy for cancer patients,

much like they do in human medicine.

Here at Gulf Coast Veterinary Specialists, we utilize
two CT scanners to provide the most advanced care
to your pets. All our CT images are interpreted by a

CT works by taking a continuous circular x-ray around your board certified radiologist. Once the CT scan has been evalu-
pet while sliding the patient on a table through an opening in ated—the radiologist will consult with the specialist in charge
the center of the machine—exactly like a CT scan is done in of your pet’s care and we will inform your primary veterinarian

human medicine. CT images are then reconstructed as “slices” of || findings as well.

by the computer. CT has the advantage of eliminating all



July 11th is All American Pet Photo Day! Visit our @S%Te“ out and post near the

phone

Gulf Coast Veterinary Internal Medicine & Critical
Care FB page and post an All American photo of

facebook

your pet. You could win 2 Astros tickets!
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Summer is a time when fleas are at their  cation labeled for a dog on your cat, even
worst, especially in this hot and humid if you decrease the dose; it can cause
Houston weather. Make sure that your  severe and life threatening medical prob-
cat is protected year round with a flea lems. Remember—cats also need year
preventative. Many available topical round heartworm preventative! Even
medications are placed between the indoor cats can become infected with a
shoulder blades where cats cannot lick single mosquito bite and it only takes one
the medicine off of them. Make sure to  worm to cause serious health problems.
purchase your cat’s flea medication from  Unlike dogs, there is no treatment for

a trusted veterinary source. Medication  feline heartworm disease and prevention
sold over the counter may not provide is the cure!

enough protection. NEVER use a medi-
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Meet Oswaldo! Oswaldo came
to Gulf Coast Internal Medicine in
December 2009. He was diag-
nosed with diabetes which was
complicated by a Toxoplasmosis
infection. Soon after his infection
was diagnosed, he was started on
antibiotics and seemed to be
improving. However in March
2010, he returned to Gulf Coast
suffering from seizures—a result
of the Toxoplasmosis infection. At that time, he was also diagnosed with a thyroid tumor. During treatment for his thy-
roid tumor, he had complications which caused his heart to stop beating for approximately 4 minutes. True to his love for
life Oswaldo fought back and earned the love of all the doctors and nurses who cared for him daily. He was known by our
staff lovingly as Batman, Mr. Nosey, Ozzie or simply Very Handsome Cat as he was affectionately called by Dr. Heald, his
internal medicine doctor. Ozzie’s wonderful family and friends never gave up hope, and Ozzie continued to defy the odds.
Sadly however, he lost his fight and crossed over the Rainbow Bridge April 23rd, 2010. Ozzie touched every person’s heart
that he came in contact with. Such a testament to the great, strong and amazing cat that Oswaldo was. We will miss you
Ozzie—but you will be in our hearts forever.




